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SUBJECT: LAUN KIDNAPPING 

1. WE REJOICE IN LAUN'S RETURN AND ARE HOPEFUL THAT INTEN- 
SIVE MEDICAL TREATMENT NOW BEING ADMINISTERED WILL RESTORE 
HIM TO GOOD HEALTH. IN YOUR EXPRESSIONS OF APPRECIATION TO 
MEDICAL AUTHORITIES, POLICE AND OTHERS WHO COOPERATED IN 
THIS REGARD, PLEASE ADD THOSE OF USG. 

2. WE EXPECT PRESS INTEREST TO DIMINISH. ALTHOUGH THERE 
IS TEMPTATION TO DEPLORE PUBLICLY THIS BARBARIC ACTION 
AGAINST ONE OF OUR OFFICIALS, WE BELIEVE THAT IT BEST TO BE 
CIRCUMSPECT. WE MUST BEAR IN MIND POSSIBILITY THAT SUCH 
PUBLIC DENUNCIATION AT THIS TIME COULD COMPLICATE EFFORTS 
TO SECURE RELEASE OF SAMUELSON (EXCON) AND MIGHT PROVOKE 
ERP INTO ADDITIONAL INITIATIVES. 

3. SHOULD THERE BE FURTHER INQUIRIES FROM PRESS, SUGGEST 
FOLLOWING LINE: (A) EMBASSY AND DEPARTMENT GIVE OUT 
FACTUAL INFORMATION RELATING TO LAUN AND COMMEND MEDICAL 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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AND ARGENTINE OFFICIALS FOR FULL COOPERATION AND COMPETENCE. 
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(B) REFRAIN FROM INTERPRETATION OF US POLICY IN SUCH 
KIDNAPPINGS. KISSINGER 
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